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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5, 6, 8-13, and 20-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Carlson (US 3,694,596). 

Carlson discloses a manually engageable control lever device for vehicles having 
handlebar-type steering that includes at least one handle grip and structure for 
mounting said device, said device comprising: a main body (20) including a readily 
manually engagable distal end and a mounting end (see Fig 3), a central portion 
extending therebetween (see Fig 3), said mounting end including first and second 
spaced wings (see Fig 4) and an actuator connecting structure (see Fig 5), said wings 
adapted to receive means thereat for pivotably mounting said main body at the structure 
and adjacent to the handle grip (see Fig 3); and at least a first flare extending from said 
central portion of said main body and adapted for secure engagement by either a user's 
finger or thumb to cause movement from a variety of user hand positions or angles at 
the handle grip once said main body is mounted (see Fig 3), said 
main body and said first flare configured relative to each other so that said flare is 
oriented convergently relative to the handle grip once said main body is mounted, with a 
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substantial but variable space defined between said flare and the handle grip during 
operation of said device (see Fig 4), a pivot (32). 

Re claim 2, said main body includes a second flare extending from said central 
portion of said main body opposite said central portion from said first flare and adapted 
for secure engagement by either a user's finger or thumb to cause movement (see Fig 
2). 

Re claim 3, wherein said first flare has a length and wherein said main body has 
an overall length exceeding said length of said first flare (see Fig 3). 

Re claim 5, both of said flares and distal end of said main body are adapted for 
selective manual engagement to cause lever movement (see Fig 3). 

Re claim 6, said first flare of said main body defines a surface area characteristic 
including a digitally engageable cradle and a digitally engagable extension surface (see 
Fig 3). 

Re claim 8, said actuator connecting structure of said mounting end of said main body is 
elevated relative to said first and second wings, said distal end and said first flare (see 
Fig 1) 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vicky A. Johnson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7106. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:00a-3:30p). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Vicky A. Johnson/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3656 



